
Law and Politics 
790:106 Hybrid 
Summer 2014 
 
 
Ruth Adams Building Room 104 
Tuesday  6 to 9:40 p.m. plus online activities 
 
Instructor: Yvonne Wollenberg 
yvonne.wollenberg@rutgers.edu 
 
Course description:  This class is designed to introduce you to the study of law 
and the courts as an integral part of the political process in the United States.   By 
the end of the semester each of you will understand the history and principles of 
the US Constitution, the structure and function of US court systems, the process 
for selecting judges and justices, how the Supreme Court in particular functions 
and makes decisions, what factors influence legal decisions, how to interpret 
Supreme Court decisions, and the on-going debate on the proper role of the Court 
in a democratic political system.  
 
 This course fulfills the following Core Curriculum Student Learning 
Outcomes: 
 
 h.  Understand the bases and development of human and 
societal endeavors across time and place. 
 k.  Explain the development of some aspect of a society or 
culture over time, including the history of ideas or history of science. 
 m. Understand different theories about human culture, social 
identity, economic entities, political systems, and other forms of 
social organization. 
 
Required readings 
 
The following book is available at the Cook/Douglass Bookstore: 
 
 Judicial Process: Law, Courts and Politics in the United States, 6th 
edition, David Neubauer and Stephen Meinhold.  Cengage Learning. 
 
Additional readings can be found on Sakai. 
 
 
Class attendance and participation 
 
I expect you to come to class for each meeting, and to come prepared to discuss 
the assigned readings.  There will be plenty of opportunities for class discussion.  
We can argue and discuss the cases and their principles, but I trust we will all 
remain civil and respectful, even toward those whose opinions we do not share. 



This class will be conducted as a hybrid, which means that we will meet face-to-
face on Tuesday evenings, and the rest of the course will be held online.   
  
 It is your responsibility to check the course Web site at Sakai on a regular 
basis.  I often post important announcements about the class on the page, and I 
will email you about any unexpected class cancellations due to weather or illness, 
using the email address that is linked to the Web site.   
 
It is University policy (University Regulation on Attendance, Book 2.4.7B, 
formerly 60.14f) to excuse without penalty students who are absent from class 
because of religious observances, and to allow the make-up of work missed 
because of such absence.  Examinations and special required out-of-class 
activities shall ordinarily not be scheduled on those days when religiously 
observant students refrain from participating in secular activities. Absences for 
reasons of religious obligations shall not be counted for purposes of reporting. 
 
  
Exams 
 
We will have a midterm and a final exam, both given in-class.  The dates are 
noted on the class schedule.  Makeup exams will be given only to students whose 
absence is documented with a medical doctor’s note, or arranged in advance with 
me. 
 

 

Online discussions and activities 
 
You will also be responsible for participating in online discussions, and 
submitting online activities.   
 
 These will count for 30 percent of your grade. 
 
Academic honesty 
 
It is unethical and unacceptable to hand in an essay or paper that has been copied 
from someone else’s work. Your briefs and exam essays must be written in your 
own words. Copying or downloading words from a book, article, website, or 
another student’s paper is not acceptable and is considered plagiarism.  
Plagiarism, cheating during exams, and all other forms of academic dishonesty 
will not be tolerated and will be reported to the appropriate university 
authorities. 
 
Disability accommodation 
 
As a teacher, I take seriously the need to provide an environment where all 
students can participate equally and to accommodate students with disabilities.  
If you need any reasonable accommodations, please let me know. 



 
Grades 
 
Your final course grade will be calculated on the basis of the following formula: 
 
Midterm              35% 
Final               35% 
Online activities                   30% 
 
Class schedule 
 
(Boxes in blue refer to in-class work. Boxes in pink refer to on-line 
work)    
 
 
Week 1 
May 27 – June 2 

 

Tuesday May 27  
In-class 

Introduction 
Chapter 1 
The Constitution (on Sakai) 

Online Law and Legal Systems 
Chapter 2 
Snyder v. Phelps (on Sakai) 
    
Online Lesson 1 

Week 2 
June 3 – June 9 

 

Tuesday June 3 
In-class 

Federal Courts 
Chapter 3 
Marbury v. Madison (on Sakai) 
D.C. v. Heller (on Sakai) 

Online State Courts 
Chapters 4 and 6 (p. 166-183) 
“New Politics of Judicial 
Elections” (on Sakai) 
 
Online Lesson 2 

Week 3 
June 10 – June 16 

 
 

Tuesday June 10 
In-class 

Criminal Cases 
Chapters 8 and 9 

Online Civil Cases 
Chapters 10 and 11 
 
Online Lesson 3 

Week 4 
June 17 – June 23 

 



Tuesday June 17 
In-class 

Midterm Exam 

Online The Supreme Court 
McCulloch v. Maryland (on 
Sakai) 
Plessy v. Ferguson (on Sakai) 
 
Online Lesson 4 

Week 5 
June 24 – June 30 

 
 
 

Tuesday June 24 
In-class 

The Supreme Court 
Chapters 14 and 15 

Online Civil rights and liberties 
 Brown v. Board of Education (on 
Sakai) 
Roe v. Wade (on Sakai) 
 
Online Lesson 5 

Week 6 
July 1 – July 3 

 

Tuesday July 1 
In-Class 

Final exam 
 

Online Discussion of new decisions 
released by the Court. 

 
 


