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Women and American Politics 
01:790:335 

*** SAMPLE SYLLABUS  - SUBJECT TO CHANGE *** 

Course Instructor and Contact Information 

Professor Sanbonmatsu 
Email address:  sanbon@rutgers.edu 
Office phone number:  848-932-8798 
Offices: Hickman Hall and Eagleton Institute of Politics 

Course Meeting Information 

Wednesdays 2:00-5:00 PM 
Eagleton Institute of Politics Drawing Room (Cook/Douglass campus) 
  191 Ryders Lane 
 (Please bring your RU ID each week to swipe into the building) 
 Link to campus map 

Office Hours 

I am available to meet in person, by phone, or by Zoom. Please email me to arrange a 
time: sanbon@rutgers.edu 
 

Course Description 

This course is designed to introduce students to the study of gender and U.S. politics 
including the central questions, concepts, and debates in the field. Students will be 
expected to develop a theoretical framework and analytic tools for studying the 
relationship between gender and politics. The course is also intended to teach students 
about the research process and to strengthen students’ analytic, critical thinking, 
written, and oral communication skills.  
 
We will analyze the participation of women in American political life; examine women’s 
public roles and the effects of feminism in altering women’s public roles in both historical 
and contemporary contexts; delve into women’s participation in electoral politics; study 
women’s behavior and influence as public officials; analyze the intersection of gender 
with other categories such as race/ethnicity and political party; and examine the 
relationship between gender and policymaking. We will discuss current events. 
 
 
COPYRIGHT 2026 KIRA SANBONMATSU 
 

mailto:sanbon@rutgers.edu
https://maps.rutgers.edu/map#/?lat=40.481719&lng=-74.433181&selected=8323&sidebar=true&underConstructionState=true&zoom=21
mailto:sanbon@rutgers.edu
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Required Texts and Course Materials 

There is one required textbook for this course:  
Dolan, Julie, Melissa M. Deckman, Michele L. Swers, and Paru Shah. 2026. 
Women and Politics: Paths to Power and Political Influence. Bloomsbury.  
*Fifth Edition*. ISBN: 978-1-5381-7859-1 
 

 This book is listed on the syllabus as “Dolan 2026”. 
 
NOTE: Students must purchase the FIFTH EDITION of the Dolan textbook. Earlier 
editions are not permitted. It is available for purchase at Barnes and Noble. 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, ALL readings listed are REQUIRED. All readings other than 
the Dolan textbook are available in Canvas. 
 
Students may access the Dolan 2026 textbook by visiting the Circulation Desk at 
Douglass Library; a physical copy of the book is available to check out for four hours. A 
digital copy is also available through the Rutgers Libraries reserve system; however, the 
number of simultaneous users is limited. Therefore, students are encouraged to 
purchase Dolan 2026. 

Recommended Book 

Heckler, Kimberly. 2025. A Woman of Firsts: Margaret Heckler, Political 
Trailblazer. Lyons Press. ISBN: 978-1-4930-8608-5. Available for purchase at 
Barnes and Noble. 

Assessment / Grading Components  

Students must meet expectations for all requirements in order to pass this course. 
 
 25% Class participation 
 15%  Pop quizzes 
 30% Midterm Exam 
 30%  Final Exam 

Learning Goals 

By fully participating in this course, students will be able to understand information 
about women and politics including scholarly theories and empirical research in 
historical context; apply theories about gender and politics to specific examples; analyze 
and synthesize information about gender and politics; and communicate ideas about 
women and politics in writing and orally.  
 

https://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/new-brunswick/visit-study/locations/douglass-library
https://rutgers.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/leganto/public/01RUT_INST/lists/17443236460004646?auth=SAML
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Grading Scale 

A = 90+ 
B+ = 86.5 - 89.99 
B = 80 - 86.49 
C+ = 76.5 - 79.99 
C = 70 - 76.49 
D = 65 - 69.99 
F = < 65 
 
Warning grades will be assigned to students for poor academic work, poor attendance, 
or both. 

Current Events 

We will discuss current events on a regular basis. To that end, students should activate 
their free New York Times and Wall Street Journal newspaper accounts through the 
Rutgers Libraries. Details are available in Canvas. 

Policies  

Attendance and Participation 

The format for our class is a combination of lecture, discussion, small group activities, 
and in-class writing assignments. Participation in all class meetings is expected.  
Please come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings for that class. 
Assigned readings must be completed BEFORE COMING TO CLASS.  
 
Please bring a notebook and pen or pencil to every class meeting for required in-class 
writing activities and note-taking. 
 
Class participation grades will be based on your oral participation during class including 
meaningful participation in small groups as well as in-class writing assignments. I will 
cold call on students to ensure equal opportunities for participation using a randomly 
generated list of student names. This means that being present is not the same as 
participation; grades will be based on active participation and the quality of participation. 
Students should expect to contribute to class discussions at least once during every 
class meeting. 

EXAMS AND POP QUIZZES 

Exams and quizzes will be used to evaluate your understanding of the course including 
reading comprehension. Pop quizzes held during class will occur throughout the 

https://login.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/login?url=https://ezmyaccount.nytimes.com/grouppass/redir
https://partner.wsj.com/partner/rutgersuniversity
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semester and will primarily be focused on reading comprehension; for this reason, it is 
essential that you read BEFORE coming to each class. 

The Midterm Exam will be held during class at 2:00 pm on March 11th.  The Final Exam, 
which is cumulative, will be held on Friday, May 8th from 4:00 – 7:00 pm (in our regular 
classroom, the Eagleton Drawing Room) according to the university final exam schedule 
(available at this link).  

In the unlikely event of a medical emergency during finals week, students should be 
prepared to provide a dean with documentation. University policies regarding final exam 
conflicts are available at this link. 

Technology 

The use of phones and smart watches during class is disruptive and therefore 
prohibited.  

* Students using prohibited devices during class will be asked to leave the 
classroom for the remainder of that class period.*  

Students are permitted to use laptop computers and tablets during approved periods of 
class only for class-related work only.  

Academic Integrity Policy 

Plagiarism 

All assignments for this class may be run through Turnitin.com and AI detection tools to 
check for plagiarism. Note that a copy of assignments will be kept by these detection 
databases and will be used to check submissions by others; this will be done 
independent of any copyright claims by the author of the document.  

Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with the university’s academic integrity 
policy. 

What about AI? 

Students are prohibited from submitting text written by a generation system (e.g., 
entering a prompt into an artificial intelligence (AI) tool such as ChatGPT and using the 
output in class assignments including written work, small group work, and class 
discussions).  

For a useful resource called “Student Guide to Critical AI Literacies” visit this link. 

Civility and Classroom Community  

All students in this course must abide by the Rutgers Code of Student Conduct and 
must meet the following civil discourse expectations for the Eagleton Institute of Politics:  
 

https://scheduling.rutgers.edu/exam-scheduling/final-exams/
https://scheduling.rutgers.edu/exam-scheduling/final-exams/#students
https://policies.rutgers.edu/B.aspx?BookId=11914&PageId=459231&Search=academic%20integrity
https://policies.rutgers.edu/B.aspx?BookId=11914&PageId=459231&Search=academic%20integrity
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQyyR4MbzQyqTrUgJ_l2wKp-EiKsRHYutmcdCPJxoGPhmagRNoN2tS9f4LP37hWhSe2nZcAjRqtSTiY/pub
http://studentconduct.rutgers.edu/student-conduct-processes/university-code-of-student-conduct/
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Classes, programs and other events convened by the Eagleton Institute of 
Politics are premised on the belief that, in order for our democracy to work, we 
need to be able to talk to each other. Students and other program participants 
are expected to engage in open and civil discourse, recognizing that meaningful 
exchange of ideas from different perspectives requires reasoned deliberation 
based on shared facts and conducted with respect and curiosity, and with 
affirmation of the humanity of all people irrespective of their historic 
marginalization, identity or socioeconomic status. In addition, like all Rutgers 
students, students at Eagleton are expected to comply with the Rutgers 
University Code of Conduct. 

 
Please remember that the university prohibits undisclosed recordings. Violations of the 
Rutgers Code of Student Conduct include:  

Recording, live streaming, or transmitting images, audio, or video of private, non-
public conversations and/or meeting on University premises without the 
knowledge and consent of all participants. This may include recording instructors 
without consent. Students must consult with instructors for guidance on their 
recording policies. This provision does not extend to the recording of public 
events or discussions, to recordings made for law enforcement purposes, or to 
any registered disability accommodation. 

Absences 

If you expect to miss a class, please use the university’s self-reporting website 
and explain the date and reason for your absence: https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ 

I will be notified automatically when you use this reporting system. You should always 
notify me about your absence via the university self-reporting system. 

Students who are experiencing a prolonged health and/or financial issue that is 
impacting their academics and well-being over an extended period of time should 
contact the Dean of Students at deanofstudents@echo.rutgers.edu. 
 
Disability Accommodations 

Students with disabilities requesting accommodations must follow the procedures 
outlined at Getting Registered | Office of Disability Services (rutgers.edu) 

Student Support and Mental Wellness 

• Student Success Essentials: https://success.rutgers.edu  
• Student Support Services: https://www.rutgers.edu/academics/student-support    
• The Learning Centers: https://rlc.rutgers.edu/   

https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/
mailto:deanofstudents@echo.rutgers.edu
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/getting-registered
https://success.rutgers.edu/
https://www.rutgers.edu/academics/student-support
https://rlc.rutgers.edu/
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• Rutgers Libraries: https://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/  
• Bias Incident Reporting: https://studentaffairs.rutgers.edu/bias-incident-reporting 
• Dean of Students – Student Support Office: 

https://success.rutgers.edu/resource/dean-students-student-support-office 
• Office of Veteran and Military Programs and Services: 

https://veterans.rutgers.edu   
• Student Health Services: http://health.rutgers.edu/  
• Counseling, Alcohol and Other Drug Assistance Program & Psychiatric Services 

(CAPS): http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-services/counseling/  
• UWill: free immediate access to teletherapy; you can choose a therapist based 

on your preferences including issue, gender, language, ethnicity. 
http://health.rutgers.edu/uwill/ 

• Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance: www.vpva.rutgers.edu/  
• Office of Disability Services: https://ods.rutgers.edu/   
• Basic Needs Assistance (food, housing, and other 

essentials): https://ruoffcampus.rutgers.edu/basic-needs 
• Rutgers Student Food Pantry: https://ruoffcampus.rutgers.edu/food-pantry 

 

For technical problems with Canvas, students should contact the Rutgers IT support 
staff (833-OIT-HELP) at this link.  

For those with Apple devices: Rutgers offers guidance on how to prevent unsolicited 
messages and images through AirDrop. 

Schedule of Topics  - Spring 2026 

Week 1 January 21  Welcome and Introduction 

Week 2 January 28  Key Concepts and Research Approaches 

1. Dolan 2026 – Chapter 1 
2. Glick, Peter, and Susan T. Fiske. 2000. “Gender, Power Dynamics, and Social 

Interaction.” In Revisioning Gender, Ed. Myra Marx Ferree, Judith Lorber, and 
Beth B. Hess. Walnut Creek, CA: Altamira Press. 365-398. 

3. Ware, S. 2015. American Women’s History: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford 
University Press. Chapter 1. 

4. Institute for Women’s Policy Research (IWPR). 2024. “Gender and Racial Wage 
Gaps Worsened in 2023 and Pay Equity Still Decades Away; Annual Gender 
Wage Gap by Race and Ethnicity, 2023.”  

 
 

https://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/
https://studentaffairs.rutgers.edu/bias-incident-reporting
https://veterans.rutgers.edu/
http://health.rutgers.edu/
http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-services/counseling/
http://health.rutgers.edu/uwill/
http://www.vpva.rutgers.edu/
https://ruoffcampus.rutgers.edu/basic-needs
https://ruoffcampus.rutgers.edu/food-pantry
https://it.rutgers.edu/help-support/
https://it.rutgers.edu/alerts/2022/10/11/adjust-airdrop-settings-to-prevent-unsolicited-images-and-files/
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Recommended  
Jensen, Eric et al. 2021. “2020 U.S. Population More Racially, Ethnically Diverse Than 
in 2010.” U.S. Census. 
 
O’Connor, S. and Liu, H. 2024. “Gender bias perpetuation and mitigation in AI 
technologies: challenges and opportunities.” AI & Society, 39(4), 2045-2057. 
 

Week 3 February 4  Civil Rights and Social Movements 

1. Dolan 2026 – Chapter 2 
2. Thompson B. 2010. “Multiracial Feminism: Recasting the Chronology of Second 

Wave Feminism.” In No Permanent Waves, Ed. Nancy A. Hewitt. Rutgers 
University Press: 39-60. 

3. Schreiber, Ronnee. 2018. "Is There a Conservative Feminism? An Empirical 
Account." Politics & Gender 14: 56-79. 

 

Week 4 February 11  Public Opinion and Voting Behavior 

1. Dolan 2026 – Chapter 3 
2. Matos, Yalidy, Stacey Greene, and Kira Sanbonmatsu. 2023. “The politics of 

‘women of color’: a group identity worth investigating”, Politics, Groups, and 
Identities, 11 (3).  

3. “Critical Perspectives” “Whither Politics & Gender Research? Reflections on US 
Election 2024”, Politics & Gender 2025 (21): 2. Articles by Sanbonmatsu, 
Dittmar, and Shah; Slaughter; Wineinger; Brant; and Lemi. Pp. 359-391. 
 

Week 5 February 18  Candidate Emergence and Recruitment 

1. Dolan 2026 – Chapter 4 
2. Sanbonmatsu, Kira. 2015. “Electing Women of Color: The Role of Campaign 

Trainings.” Journal of Women, Politics, & Policy. 36 (2): 137-160. 
3. Sanbonmatsu, Kira, and Kelly Dittmar. 2020. “Are You Ready-to-RunTM? 

Campaign Trainings and Women's Candidacies in New Jersey.” In Good 
Reasons to Run: Women and Political Candidacy. Eds. Mirya R Holman, Rachel 
Bernhard, Shauna Shames, and Dawn Teele. Temple University Press. 

4. Krook, Mona Lena. Forthcoming 2026. Elect Women for a Change: The Path to 
Gender Parity in Politics. Oxford University Press. Chapter 1.  
 

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/2020-united-states-population-more-racially-ethnically-diverse-than-2010.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/2020-united-states-population-more-racially-ethnically-diverse-than-2010.html
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Week 6 February 25  Campaigns 

1. Dolan 2026 – Chapter 5 
2. Sampaio, Anna. 2023. Mujeres y Movidas: Latina Congressional Candidate 

Emergence and Experiences in California and Texas. Center for American 
Women and Politics, Eagleton Institute of Politics, Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick, NJ. 

3. Ball, Molly. 2024. “American Women are Unapologetically Wielding Political 
Power.” Wall Street Journal. August 3. 

4. Marcus, Nicole. 2024. “Black female pioneers in politics reflect on Harris’s 
nomination.” Washington Post Aug. 18. 

5. Ramakrishnan, Karthick, and Sara Sadhwani. 2024. “Asian Americans Are 
Flocking To Kamala Harris. Why?”  AAPI Data. 
 

Week 7 March 4  Money and Politics 

1. Dolan 2026 – Chapter 1 
2. Sanbonmatsu, Kira. 2023. The Donor Gap: Raising Women’s Political Voices. A 

CAWP Women, Money, and Politics report. Center for American Women and 
Politics, Eagleton Institute of Politics, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ.  

3. Sanbonmatsu, Kira. 2024. “Understanding Black Women’s and Latinas’ 
Perspectives about Political Giving.” PS: Political Science & Politics.  

4. Piper, Jessica. 2024. “Kamala Harris had more donors in just 10 days than Biden 
had the whole election.” Politico. August 22.  

5. Please familiarize yourself with CAWP’s 2026 Women, Money, & Politics Watch 
website.  

Week 8 March 11  *Midterm Exam* and The Executive Branch 

1. Dolan 2026 – Chapter 8 

The Midterm Exam will take place during class. The exam is inclusive of Dolan Ch.8. 

The exam will begin at 2:00 PM. In order to protect the integrity of the exam, students 
who arrive to class more than 30 minutes late will not be eligible to take the exam. 

Week 9 March 18  SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS 
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Week 10 March 25  New Jersey Politics 

1. Sinzdak, Jean, and Chelsea Hill. 2025. From Data to Diversity 2025: The 
Demographics of New Jersey's Elected Officials. Center for American Women 
and Politics, Eagleton Institute of Politics, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, 
NJ. (Please read this report, which is in the form of an interactive website). 

2. Please familiarize yourself with CAWP’s resources on women in New Jersey 
Politics. https://cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/new-jersey-facts 

3. Rivard, Ry. 2025. “New Jersey’s ballot design that gave party bosses big 
influence is officially dead.” Politico. 7 March. 

4. Burns, Dasha. 2025. “Blowout is the Word.” Politico. 7 November.  
 
Recommended 
“When Women Lost the Vote: A Revolutionary Story, 1776 – 1807”, Museum of the 
American Revolution. (This is an interactive website about the period in which New 
Jersey women had the right to vote). Link. 
 

Week 11 April 1   State and Local Politics 

1. Dolan 2026 – Chapter 6 
2. Brown, Nadia E., and Danielle Lemi. 2021. Sister Style: the Politics of 

Appearance for Black Women Political Elites. Oxford University Press. Chapters 
1 and 2. 

Week 12 April 8  Congress Part I 

1. Dolan 2026 – Chapter 7 
2. Dittmar, Kelly, Kira Sanbonmatsu, and Susan Carroll. 2018. A Seat at the Table: 

Congresswomen's Perspectives on Why Their Presence Matters. Oxford 
University Press. Chapters 2 and 3.  
 

Week 13 April 15  Congress Part II 

1. Heckler, Kimberly. 2025. A Woman of Firsts: Margaret Heckler, Political 
Trailblazer. Lyons Press. Chapters 16-17 

2. Dittmar, Kelly, Kira Sanbonmatsu, and Susan Carroll. 2018. A Seat at the Table: 
Congresswomen's Perspectives on Why Their Presence Matters. Oxford 
University Press. Chapter 6. 

3. Krook, Mona Lena. 2020. Violence Against Women in Politics. Oxford University 
Press. Chapter 11. 

 

https://cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/new-jersey-facts
https://www.amrevmuseum.org/virtualexhibits/when-women-lost-the-vote-a-revolutionary-story
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Recommended  
Lulu Garcia-Navarro. 2024. "The Interview: Nancy Pelosi Insists the Election was not a 
Rebuke of the Democrats.” The New York Times. November 9. 

 

Week 14 April 22  Political Violence 

1. Krook, Mona Lena. 2020. Violence Against Women in Politics. Oxford University 
Press. Chapter 16. 

2. Wineinger, Catherine. N. 2023. “Addressing Violence against Women in Politics: 
Reflections from an APSA Congressional Fellow.” Politics & Gender, 19(3), 950-
955.  

 

Week 15 April 29  Contemporary Policy Debates 

1. Htun, Mala. 2022. “Women’s Equality and the COVID-19 Caregiving Crisis.” 
Perspectives on Politics 20 (2): 635-645. 

2. Rhodes, Steve. 2024. “Abortion: Will state and court changes reduce legal 
abortions?” CQ Researcher. CQ Press.  

3. Akin, Stephanie. 2025. “How the abortion rights debate will shift in ’26.” Pluribus 
News. 29 December.  

4. TBD. 
 
Recommended  
Dapena, Kara, and Jennifer Calfas. 2025. “A State-by-State Guide to Abortion Access in 
the U.S.” Wall Street Journal.  
 
 

FINAL EXAM Friday, May 8, 2026 4:00-7:00 pm (Eagleton Drawing Room) 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/09/magazine/nancy-pelosi-election-interview.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/09/magazine/nancy-pelosi-election-interview.html
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