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Course Rationale

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) stands at the pinnacle of the global system of
peace and security. Its mandatory powers under Chapter VII of the UN Charter makes it a close
approximation of world government. Clearly the UNSC is a body worth careful observation
and study.

Drawing on the lessons learned from the failure of its predecessor institution, the League of
Nations, the designers of the UNSC, in effect the victors of WWII, endowed themselves with the
power of veto over Chapter VII decision making. The exercise of the powers of the UNSC have
consequently been held hostage to the need for its five permanent members to cooperate. The
history of the UNSC therefore necessarily follows the realities of major power relationships. At
times of cooperation, the vast powers of the UNSC have been put into effect. At times of
tension, the Council has fallen into stasis.

The course will examine the work of the UNSC methodologically and geographically. The key
issues covered will include peacekeeping, sanctions and use of force as well as the difficult
question of UNSC reform. Issues to be unpacked include R2P (the responsibility to protect) and
RN2V (the responsibility not to use the veto).

Course Objectives
Students who complete the course will:

¢ Gain an understanding of the history and structure of the UNSC
e Examine the relevant provisions of the UN Charter
e Examine the UNSC’s working methods
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e Study various cases of peacekeeping, sanctions and use of force
¢ Gain an appreciation of the future directions of the UNSC’s work

Assignments
Students will write two major papers (each worth 30%) on agreed subjects.
Students will also draft a UNSC resolution on a specified situation (30%)

The remaining 10% will be graded on participation in class including making class
presentations and participating in role play exercises.

Assignment 1: Select an existing peacekeeping force and analyze its mandate,
performance and effectiveness. With the power of hindsight, what aspects of the mandate
should have been different? (5000 words) Due Date: 11 October 2019

Assignment 2: Examine the veto history of each permanent member of the UNSC and
determine if there is a pattern for each and what may be the reasons for it (5000 words)
Due Date: 1 November 2019

Assignment 3: Draft a UNSC Resolution and explanatory note: Each student will select a

conflict situation and draft a UNSC resolution in response from the perspective of a UNSC

Member State. The draft text is then sent to the Foreign Minister with an explanatory note.
Due Date: 28 November 2019

Key texts

David Bosco, Five to Rule them All: the UN Security Council and the Making of the Modern World,
Oxford University Press (2009)

Edward C. Luck, UN Security Council: Practice and Promise (Global Institutions) 2nd Edition,
Routledge (2012)

Sebastian von Einsiedel, David Malone, Bruno Stagno Ugarte (eds.) The UN Security Council in
the 21* Century, Lynne Rienner (2016)

Key websites:

The basic website is that of the UNSC itself http://www.un.org/en/sc/
Under the Documents section can be found all the Resolutions, Decisions, Statements and

Reports of the Council

Under the Subsidiary Organs section can be found information on all the committees of the
UNSC dealing with peacekeeping, sanctions, tribunals and terrorism

Under the Repertoire section can be found the Provisional Rules of Procedure, the evolving
practice of the Council and Research Tools with a host of information of cross-cutting and other
issues.


http://www.un.org/en/sc/

Other useful websites providing commentary of the UNSC are:
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/

https://www.ipinst.org/tag/un-security-council

https://ourworld.unu.edu/en/peace-security

Course Outline
Week 1 The League of Nations

The Versailles Treaty and self-determination; the Covenant; the unanimity rule; the Kellogg-
Briand Pact; Manchukuo, Abyssinia and irrelevance

Edward C. Luck, UN Security Council: Practice and Promise (Global Institutions), Chapter 2, 9-15

UN Office Geneva, History of the League of Nations (1919-1946), 1-14,
https://www.unog.ch/80256 EDD006B8954/(http Assets)/36BC4F83BDIE4443C1257 AF300
4FCOAE/%?24file/Historical overview of the League of Nations.pdf

Those interested in a fictional but enlightening account of the League of Nations could turn to
Frank Moorehouse’s Edith Trilogy, Grand Days (1993), Dark Palace (2000) and Cold Light (2011),
tracing the career of Edith, a young Australian woman who joins the Secretariat of the League
of Nations, climbs up the ranks and is a witness to its humiliating demise.

Week 2 San Francisco

The Four Freedoms Speech; the Atlantic Charter; The UN Charter; the Bretton Woods
institutions

David Bosco, Five to Rule them All: the UN Security Council and the Making of the Modern World,
Oxford University Press (2009), 10-38

Colin Keating, “Power Dynamics between Permanent and Elected Members”, in
Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 7

Edward C. Luck, UN Security Council: Practice and Promise (Global Institutions), chapter 3, 16-27

Week 3 The Cold War, the Korean War

Article 43 is a dead letter, the China seat, Soviet boycott leads to the UN’s accidental leadership
of the Korea war

David Bosco, Five to Rule them All: the UN Security Council and the Making of the Modern World,
Oxford University Press (2009), 55-63
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Edward C. Luck, UN Security Council: Practice and Promise (Global Institutions), 48-51

Week 4 Apartheid and the development of sanctions regimes

Apartheid and the struggle between the General Assembly and the Security Council; the
development of sanctions; post Cold War proliferation of sanctions regimes; smart sanctions

Sue Eckert, “The Role of Sanctions”, in Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 20
Edward C. Luck, UN Security Council: Practice and Promise (Global Institutions), chapter 6, 58-67

Simon Chesterman and Beatrice Pouligny (2003) “Are Sanctions Meant to Work? The Politics of
Creating and Implementing Sanctions Through the United Nations”, Global Governance, Vol. 9,
503-518

Week 5 The Invention of Peacekeeping

UNTSO at the Secretary-General’s disposal; UNTAC passes the test; other missions do not,
peacekeeping proliferation and fatigue

Jean-Marie Guéhenno, “Robust Peacekeeping and the Limits of Force”, in
Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 18

Richard Gowan, “The Security Council and Peacekeeping”, in Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter
36

Roland Rich, “Crafting Security Council Mandates”, Edward Newman and Roland Rich (eds.)
The UN Role in Promoting Democracy — Between Ideals and Reality, United Nations University Press
(2004) https://digitalcollections.anu.edu.au/bitstream/1885/42120/2/Crafting_Security Council_Mandates_Rich.pdf

Edward C. Luck, UN Security Council: Practice and Promise (Global Institutions), chapter 4, 31-47

Week 6 UNSC and Europe
Cold War irrelevance; UN ECE; Helsinki and OSCE; Yugoslavia, Bosnia and Kosovo; Ukraine
Mats Berdal, “The Balkans”, in Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 28

Marco Odello (2005) “Thirty Years after Helsinki: Proposals for OSCE's Reform”, Journal of
Conflict and Security Law, Vol. 10, Issue 3, 435-449

Week?7 UNSC and the Middle East
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Jerusalem and Count Bernadotte; the Arab/Israel wars; the Iran/Iraq war; liberating Kuwait;
dealing with the occupying powers in Iraq

Markus E. Bouillon, “The Arab-Israel Conflict”, in Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 26

Gregory H. Fox (2004), “The Occupation of Iraq”, Wayne State University Law School Legal
Studies Research Paper Series, 1-105, 62-76

David Bosco, Five to Rule them All: the UN Security Council and the Making of the Modern World,
Oxford University Press (2009), Chapter 7

Week 8 UNSC and Asia
Interventions in Cambodia; Timor Leste; Afghanistan

Sorpong Peou, “The UN’s Modest Impact on Cambodia’s Democracy”, Edward Newman and
Roland Rich (eds.) The UN Role in Promoting Democracy — Between Ideals and Reality, United
Nations University Press (2004)

Tanja Hohe, “Delivering Feudal Democracy in East Timor”, ”, Edward Newman and Roland
Rich (eds.) The UN Role in Promoting Democracy — Between Ideals and Reality, United Nations
University Press (2004)

Francesc Vendrell, “Afganistan”, in Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 31

Week 9 UNSC and Africa

Interventions in Western Sahara; Namibia; Somalia; Rwanda; Democratic Republic of Congo;
Cote d’Ivoire; Mali, Sudan

John L. Hirsch, “Somalia” in Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 29
Heiko Nitschke, “Sudan”, in Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 30

Arthur Boutellis and Alexandra Novosseloff, “Cote d'Ivoire”, in Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte,
chapter 33

Week 10 R2P and Libya

The International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty, the Responsibility to
Protect R2P, Libya, Putin’s response

Mehrdad Payandeh (2012) “The United Nations, Military Intervention, and Regime Change in
Libya”, Virginia Journal of International Law, vol. 52, especially 395-403



Alex J. Bellamy and Paul D. Williams, “Libya”, in Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 34

Christian P. Callegari (2017), “The Responsibility to Protect: How It Got Here and Where It’s
Headed”, Occasional Paper 5, Rutgers UNMA Program, https://polisci.rutgers.edu/news-

publications/occasional-paper-series/318-occasional-paper-5-christian-p-callegari/file

Useful background may be found in the Report of the International Commission on
Intervention and State Sovereignty

Week 11 UNSC and Terrorism
The post-9/11 world; is the UN relevant?

Larissa van den Herik and Nico Schrijver (2012), “The Fragmented International Legal
Response to Terrorism” Chapter 1 of van den Herik and N. Schrijver (eds), Counter-Terrorism
Strategies in a Fragmented International Legal Order: Meeting the Challenges, Cambridge University
Press, 2013

Peter Romaniuk, “Responding to Terrorism”, in Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 14
Edward C. Luck, UN Security Council: Practice and Promise (Global Institutions), chapter 9, 93-110

Also papers from http://www.globalcenter.org/topics/improving-global-ct-cooperation/

Week 12 Cold War redux and Syria

Russia as the new USSR; China asserting itself; US losing interest in its grand supranational
international peace and security experiment.

Eric Engle (2012) “Humanitarian Intervention and Syria: Russia, the United States and
International Law”, 18 Barry Law Review 1, 1-31

Salman Shaikh and Amanda Roberts, “Syria”, in Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 35

Week 13 The Myth of Security Council Reform

The Permanent 5 v the Elected 10; membership issues; enlargement issues; The responsibility
not to use the veto (RN2V) and other initiatives

Edward C. Luck, “The Security Council at Seventy: Ever Changing or Never Changing?” in
Einsiedel/Malone/Ugarte, chapter 10
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Jean-Baptiste Jeangéne Vilmer (2018) “The Responsibility not to Veto: a Genealogy” Global
Governance vol. 24, no. 3, 331-350

Florence Emmanuela (Emmy) Dallas (2018) “The Security Council’s sine qua non: The Veto
Power”, Occasional Paper 8, Rutgers UNMA Program, https://polisci.rutgers.edu/news-

publications/occasional-paper-series/346-occasional-paper-8-florence-emmanuela-emmy-

dallas/file

Week 14 Conclusions
Will the brief period of post-Cold War UNSC activism return to stasis in a new era of Cold War?

Kenneth Anderson (2009) “United Nations Collective Security and the United States Security
Guarantee in an Age of Rising Multipolarity: The Security Council as the Talking Shop of the
Nations”, Chicago Journal of International Law, Vol. 10, No. 1, 2009, 55-90

Academic Integrity Policy
Academic integrity means, among other things that you as a student must:
e Develop and write all of your own assignments.

e Show in detail where the materials you use in your papers come from. Create citations
whether you are paraphrasing authors or quoting them directly. Be sure always to show
source and page number within the assignment and include a bibliography in the back.

e Do not fabricate information or citations in your work.

¢ Do not facilitate academic dishonesty for another student by allowing your own work to
be submitted by others.

The consequences of scholastic dishonesty are very serious. If you are in doubt about any issue
related to plagiarism or scholastic dishonesty, please discuss it with the instructor. Students are
also advice to consult the following links that provide more information and plagiarism
tutorials:

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/

http://library.camden.rutgers.edu/EducationalModules/Plagiarism/

http://www libraries.rutgers.edu/avoid plagiarism

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/resources-for-students/

Other Academic Support Services
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Rutgers has a variety of resources for academic support. For more information, check
http://www.rutgers.edu/academics/academic-support

Rutgers has Learning Centers on each campus where any student can obtain tutoring and other

help. For information, check http://Irc.rutgers.edu/

Rutgers also has a Writing Center where students can obtain help with writing skills and

assignments. Learn more here: http://wp.rutgers.edu/tutoring/writingcenters

E.g., S.C. Res. 678, U.N. Doc. S/RES/678 (Nov. 29, 1990) (explaining that, for instance, none of the
interventions that involved the use of military instrument during the Cold War were authorized
by the UN Security Council; and the end of the Cold War, however, brought the concept of
collective intervention into life; and the principle of collective intervention emerged in the
beginning of 1990s through the Security Council’s authorization of the use of force in Iraq (Gulf
War) in 1991); S.C. Res. 794, U.N. Doc. S/RES/794 (Dec. 3, 1992) (Somalia in 1992); see S.C. Res.
836, U.N. Doc. S/RES/836 (Jun. 4, 1993) (Bosnia and Herzegovina from 1992); S.C. Res. 940, U.N.
Doc. S/RES/940 (Jul. 31, 1994) (Haiti in 1994); S.C. Res. 929, U.N. Doc. S/RES/929 (Jun. 22, 1994)
(Rwanda in 1994(Operation Turquoise)); S.C. Res. 1132, U.N. Doc. S/RES/1132 (Oct. 8, 1992)
(Sierra Leone in 1997); S.C. Res. 1101, U.N. Doc. S/RES/1101 (Mar. 28, 1997) (Albania in 1997
(Operation Alba)); S.C. Res. 1264, U.N. Doc. S/RES/1264 (Sept. 15, 1999) (East Timor in 1999);
S.C. Res. 1528, U.N. Doc. S/RES/1528 (Feb. 27, 2004) (Cote d'Ivoire in 2004). See, e.g., Sean D.
Murphy, The Security Council, Legitimacy, and the Concept of Collective Security after the
Cold War, 32 COLUM. J. TRANSNAT’L L. 201 (1994) (noting that not all of the Security
Council’s actions can be considered successful, and that in some instances, such as Bosnia and
Herzegovina, little effective action was taken by the Security Council at all, despite the existence
of a brutal conflict).
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