The Enlightenment & Its Critics (790:579)

Professor Drucilla Cornell      


       Monday 12:00pm-2:40pm 


Hickman 313
Office Hours: by appointment

              Email: sgkcornell@aol.com

In this course we will read a series of texts by both European and non-European critics of the Enlightenment. Our primary focus will be on close and intensive readings of each thinker, so the time frame provided below is subject to change depending on how long it takes us to deeply engage which each thinker.  This class will be run in a true ‘seminar’ style wherein I will lecture and thereafter we will hold a deeply engaging critical discussion of each thinker. I will be lecturing but we will all be collaborating insofar as we will be doing close readings of the texts in class.   
Assignment(s) To be given a final grade in the class each student has two options: (1) They can do two presentations over the course of the semester both of which must engage, in part, in an exegesis of the text as well as, in part, a critical and original analysis of it. (2) They can do one presentation and one short paper which will be do at the end of the semester and must be 5-10 pages in length. 
Required Texts We will cover the following texts extensively or completely.  All other texts will be posted on the Sakai site in PDF format. Please try to buy the same translations as the ones listed.  
· Nietzsche, Friedrich, Thus Spoke Zarathustra (Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy) (Cambridge University Press, July 17th, 2006) [ISBN-10: 0521602610]
· Mignolo, Walter D., The Darker Side of Western Modernity: Global Futures, Decolonial Options (Duke University Press Books, December 16th, 2011) [ISBN-10: 0822350785] 
· Paget, Henry, Caliban’s Reason: Introducing Afro-Caribbean Philosophy (Africana Thought) (Routledge, March 9th, 2000) [ISBN-10: 0415926467]
· Deleuze, Gilles & Guattari, Felix, A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia (University of Minnesota Press; 1st Ed. December 21st, 1987) [ISBN-10: 0816614024]

· Glissant, Edouard, Poetics of Relation (University of Michigan Press, November 15th, 1997) [ISBN-10: 0472066293]

· Irigaray, Luce, An Ethics of Sexual Difference (Cornell University Press; 1st Ed. August 3rd, 1993) [ISBN-10: 0801481457]

· James, C. L. R., The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L’Ouverture and the San Domingo Revolution, (Vintage; 2nd Ed. October 23rd, 1989) [ISBN-10: 0679724672]
· James, C. L. R., You Don’t Play With Revolution: The Montreal Lectures of C. L. R. James (AK Press, November 1st, 2009) [ISBN-10: 1904859933] 
· James, C. L. R., Beyond A Boundary (Duke University Press, Reprint Edition, September 27th, 1993) [ISBN-10: 0822313839] 
COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to change!)
COURSE INTRODUCTION
M
January 26th
Walter D. Mignolo, The Darker Side of the Enlightenment



Henry Paget, Caliban’s Reason 
NIETZSCHE

M
February 2nd 
Friedrich Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra 
Further Reading: (see sakai)
M 
February 9th    Friedrich Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra 
Further Reading: (see sakai)

M
February 16th 
Friedrich Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra 



Further Reading: (see sakai)

DELEUZE & GUATTARI
M
February 23rd 
Gilles Deleuze, A Thousand Plateaus (chapters to be assigned)
M 
March 2nd 
Gilles Deleuze, A Thousand Plateaus (chapters to be assigned)
M
March 9th 
Gilles Deleuze, A Thousand Plateaus (chapters to be assigned)
Further Reading: 
EDOUARD GLISSANT

M
March 16th 
Glissant, Poetics of Relation, “Approaches” 5-37.
M
March 23rd 
Glissant, Poetics of Relation, “Paths” 89-121
M
March 30th 
Glissant, Poetics of Relation, “Poetics” 183-205 
LUCE IRIGARAY
M
April 6th 
Irigaray, An Ethics of Sexual Difference, (chapters to be assigned)

M
April 13th  
Irigaray, An Ethics of Sexual Difference, (chapters to be assigned)

M
April 20th  
Irigaray, An Ethics of Sexual Difference, (chapters to be assigned)

Recommended: (see sakai)
SYLVIA WYNTER
M
April 27th 
Wynter, No Humans Involved: An Open Letter to My Colleagues (1994)
Wynter, Unsettling the Coloniality of Being/Power/Truth/Freedom: Towards the Human, After Man, Its Overrepresentation—An Argument
M
May 4th 
Wynter, Towards the Sociogenic Principle 



Wynter, (to be assigned) 
C. L. R. JAMES
M
MAY 11TH 
James, The Black Jacobins




James, You Don’t Play With Revolution




James, Beyond A Boundary 
