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Political science 511 is designed to introduce graduate students to ancient and medieval political thought through a careful examination of primary texts.  It is understood that students' backgrounds in these materials will vary considerably, but it is important, we feel, to provide entering students with a common introductory experience with these materials.  The texts themselves can and should be read many times with new insights and perspective added with each reading.  Though discussion will, therefore, occasionally occur on several different levels simultaneously, the texts themselves often operate on more than one level and so discussions of this sort can be particularly illuminating.

Students will be required to submit blogs on assigned reading at least six times throughout the semester and to lead discussion on at least two occasions.  There will, as well, be a take-home final exam which will be distributed immediately after Thanksgiving and be due before you leave for semester break.

Seminar discussions will focus primarily on the assigned texts. We will, however, introduce significant interpretative controversies and make students aware of the range of secondary material available.  Students should familiarize themselves with secondary materials mentioned in class and noted on the syllabus.  The study of ancient and medieval political thought only begins with the assigned texts.  An adequate preparation requires careful reading of many other texts both primary and secondary.  This course is meant to facilitate that reading and that study.  It is no more than an introduction.  Similarly, the bibliography included below is only a suggested point of departure.

Books are available at the Rutgers University Bookstore.

REQUIRED TEXTS: Available at University Bookstore at the Douglass Co-op Bookstore.  

Editions and translations other than those at the bookstore should be approved by the instructor.

Plato, The Last Days of Socrates
........, Gorgias
........, Republic
Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics 
.......... ..., Politics
Cicero, On the Commonwealth
Augustine, Confessions
....       ....., City of God
Aquinas, Aquinas on Law, Morality and Politics
It is assumed that students will familiarize themselves with some of the  general secondary sources such as:
Sheldon Wolin, Politics and Vision
George Sabine, A History of Political Theory
Strauss and Cropsey, History of Political Philosophy (3rd edition)

Susan Okin, Women in Western Political Thought
Arlene Saxonhouse, Women in the History of Political Thought
In addition general discussions of the nature of political theory are found in each of the above as well as in shorter articles such as:  Sheldon Wolin, "Political Theory as a Vocation" and Leo Strauss', "What is Political Philosophy".

** volumes are fictionalized treatments of the relevant material

   which may be of interest.

Part I:  GREECE: POLITICAL THEORY AND POLITICAL EDUCATION

Sept. 3:  Introduction:  THE GREEK PAIDEIA AND POLITICAL THOUGHT

Reading: Sheldon Wolin, “Political Theory as a Vocation”

                            Leo Strauss, “What is Political Philosophy”


General Reading:        Werner Jaeger, Paideia




  



C.M.Bowra, The Greek Experience



                        H.D.F. Kitto, The Greeks


                        W.H.C. Guthrie, The Greeks and their Gods



            J. B. Bury, A History of Greece




J. Peter Euben, The Tragedy of Political







            Theory


        
            T.A. Sinclair, A History of Greek







Political Thought



            E.R. Dodds, The Greeks and the Irrational
                           
            R. Graves, The Greek Myths
                        

** Mary Renault, The Bull From the Sea
                        

** ............, The King Must Die
                        

** ............, The Last of the Wine
                        

** ............, The Mask of Apollo
                           
            Homer, The Iliad
                           
           ....., The Odyssey
                           
            Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War
                             
            Euben, The Tragedy of Political Theory
Sept. 10: Plato and Socrates: The Problem of Method

          Reading: Plato, Euthyphro, Apology and Crito
          Suggested Reading:      Jaeger, vol. 2




            Euben


                                                Wolin,  chs. 1 & 2

Sept. 17: Plato and the Problem of Power
          
Reading: Plato, Gorgias
          
Suggested Reading:    Jaeger, vol. 2

                                                E.R. Dodds, Gorgias
                                                Arlene Saxonhouse, "An Unspoken Theme                                                



  in the Plato's Gorgias: War"

Sept. 24 – Oct. 1:  Plato and the Problem of Education

Reading: Republic
           Suggested Reading:     Bloom's Introduction 

    

           
            Jaeger, vol. 2





Ernest Barker, Greek Political Theory




Paul Friedlander,  Plato




A.E. Taylor, Plato:The ManandHisWork
                              

Karl Popper,  The Spell of Plato
                              

Plato, The Statesman
                              

....., The Laws
Oct. 8:  Aristotle and the Problem of Politics
         Reading: Nichomachean Ethics [selections]

         Suggested Reading:       Jaeger: Aristotle



            Barker: The Political Thought 

                                 


  of Plato and Aristotle
                                                Carnes Lord in Strauss and Cropsey





A.E. Taylor, Aristotle

Oct  15: Aristotle and the Problem of Plato
         Reading: Politics








Oct. 22:  Rome, Cicero and the Decline of Political Thought
         Reading: Cicero, On the Commonwealth
         Suggested Reading:       R.H. Barrow, The Romans




F. Bourne, A History of the Romans




M. Cary,  A History of Rome
                                                C.N. Cochrane, Christianity and Classical Culture




M. Levi, Political Power in the Ancient World
                                                T. Mommsen, The History of Rome




M. Rostovtzeff, Rome




...................., Social and Economics History of the Roman 






  Empire




H. Scullard, From Gracchi to Nero



            R. Syme, The Roman Revolution



           L.R. Taylor, Party Politics in the Age of Caesar
                                              Cicero, de legibus
                                                ..........., de officiis



          Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the  Roman Empire
                                              Livy, History of Rome
                                              Montesquieu, The Greatness of the Romans and their Decline
                                              Plutarch, Plutarch's Lives



          Sallust, Jurgurthine War
                                               ..........., The Conspiracy of Catiline



          Tacitus, The Annals of Imperial Rome  





          Vergil, The Aeneid                      










Oct 29 – Nov. 5:  Augustine: Christianity of the Devaluation of Politics

Reading: Augustine, Confessions

Suggested Reading:  Hanna Arendt, Love and St. Augustine
                                            Peter Brown, Augustine of Hippo



            ..........., The World of Late Antiquity




..........., Religion and Society in






    the Age of St. Augustine



         P.D. Bathory, Political Theory as 






  Public Confession



         G. Bonner, St. Augustine: Life and Controversies



         J. Burnaby, Amor Dei
                                             C.N. Cochrane,  Christianity and Classical Culture



         P. Courcelle, Recherches sur les Confessions
                                             E.R. Dodds, Pagan and Christian in 







  An Age of Anxiety
                                             Jean Bethke Elshtain, Augustine and the Limits of Politics.
                                             Michael Ignatieff, The Needs of Strangers



         R.J. O'Connell,  St. Augustine's Confessions



         G. Nygren, Agape and Eros
Nov. 12 – Nov 17:  Augustine and the Christian Paideia
       Reading: The City of God [selections]

      Suggested Reading:         Brown, Augustine of Hippo



           Bathory. Political Theory as  Public Confession



           J.B. Bury, History of the Later Roman Empire
                                               H. Deane, The Social and Political

        





Ideas of St.Augustine
                                               Ernest Fortin, Strauss and Cropsey

   


           A.H.M. Jones, The Decline of the Ancient World




 ............, The Later Roman World





 ............, Augustus
                            

R.A. Markus, Saeculum



            Cochrane, Christianity......



            Dodds, Pagan and Christian




* *John Williams, Augustus
Nov. 26, Dec. 3:  Medieval Political Thought: Aquinas, the Holy Roman Empire and the Rediscovery of Aristotle

         Reading:  Aquinas, On Law, Morality and Politics


  Tierney,  The Crisis of Church and State

         Suggested Reading:        F. Artz, The Mind of the Middle Ages


                        N. Cohn, The Pursuit of the Millennium



            Ernest Fortin, Strauss and Cropsey

                                                O. Gierke, Political Theories of the Middle Age
                                                T. Gilby, The Political Thought of St.Thomas Aquinas



            J. Huizinga, The Waning of the Middle Ages
                                                John of Salisbury, Policraticus

                                                ........Historica Pontificalis
                            
            ........The Metalogicon
                                                T.M. Jones, The Becket Controversy
                                                E. Kantorowicz, The King's Two Bodies
                                                D. Knowles, The Evolution of Medieval Thought
                                                Ewart Lewis, Medieval Political Ideas
            

            F.W. Maitland, Forms of Action at Common Law


                        R.W. Southern, The Making of the Middle Ages
                                                W. Ullman, The Growth of Papal Government
   




            ........., A History of Political Thought in the Middle Ages



            John of Salisbury, Policraticus



             **  T.S. Eliot, Murder in the Cathedral





